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§ 515.568 [Reserved]

§ 515.569 Foreign passengers’ baggage. 
The importation of Cuban–origin 

goods, otherwise prohibited by this 
part, brought into the United States as 
baggage by any person arriving in the 
United States other than a citizen or 
resident of the United States is hereby 
authorized, notwithstanding the provi-
sions of § 515.803, provided that such 
goods are not in commercial quantities 
and are not imported for resale. This 
authorization does not apply to the im-
portation of Cuban–origin alcohol or 
tobacco products. 

[64 FR 25818, May 13, 1999]

§ 515.570 Remittances to nationals of 
Cuba. 

(a) Periodic $300 family household re-
mittances authorized. Persons subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States 
who are 18 years of age or older are au-
thorized to make remittances to na-
tionals of Cuba who are members of the 
remitter’s immediate family, provided 
that: 

(1) The remitter’s total remittances 
do not exceed $300 per recipient house-
hold in any consecutive 3-month pe-
riod, regardless of the number of mem-
bers of the remitter’s immediate fam-
ily comprising that household; 

(2) The remittances are not made 
from a blocked source unless: 

(i) The remittances are authorized 
pursuant to paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion; or 

(ii) The remittances are made to a re-
cipient in a third country and are made 
from a blocked account in a banking 
institution in the United States held in 
the name of, or in which the beneficial 
interest is held by, the recipient; and 

(3) The recipient is not a prohibited 
official of the Government of Cuba or a 
prohibited member of the Cuban Com-
munist Party. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, the term ‘‘prohibited offi-
cial of the Government of Cuba’’ 
means: Ministers and Vice-ministers, 
members of the Council of State, and 
the Council of Ministers; members and 
employees of the National Assembly of 
People’s Power; members of any pro-
vincial assembly; local sector chiefs of 
the Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution; Director Generals and sub-

Director Generals and higher of all 
Cuban ministries and state agencies; 
employees of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior (MININT); employees of the Min-
istry of Defense (MINFAR); secretaries 
and first secretaries of the Confed-
eration of Labor of Cuba (CTC) and its 
component unions; chief editors, edi-
tors and deputy editors of Cuban state-
run media organizations and programs, 
including newspapers, television, and 
radio; and members and employees of 
the Supreme Court (Tribuno Supremo 
Nacional). For purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘‘prohibited members 
of the Cuban Communist Party’’ 
means: members of the Politburo; the 
Central Committee; Department Heads 
of the Central Committee; employees 
of the Central Committee; and sec-
retary and first secretary of the pro-
vincial Party central committees. 

(4) For the purposes of this paragraph 
(a), the term ‘‘member of the remit-
ter’s immediate family’’ means a 
spouse, child, grandchild, parent, 
grandparent, or sibling of the remitter 
or the remitter’s spouse, as well as any 
spouse, widow, or widower of any of the 
foregoing.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (A): The maximum 
amount set forth in this paragraph does not 
apply to remittances to a Cuban individual 
who has been unblocked or whose current 
transactions are otherwise authorized pursu-
ant to § 515.505, because remittances to such 
persons do not require separate authoriza-
tion.

(b) Two one-time $500 emigration-re-
lated remittances authorized. Persons 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States are authorized to remit 
the following amounts: 

(1) Up to $500 per payee on a one-time 
basis to any Cuban nationals for the 
purpose of covering the payees’ pre-
liminary expenses associated with emi-
grating from Cuba to the United 
States. These remittances may be sent 
before the payees have received valid 
visas issued by the State Department 
or other approved U.S.-immigration 
documents, but may not be carried by 
a licensed traveler to Cuba until the 
payees have received valid visas issued 
by the State Department or other ap-
proved U.S.-immigration documents. 
See § 515.560(c)(4) of this part for the 
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rules regarding the carrying of author-
ized remittances to Cuba. These remit-
tances may not be made from a blocked 
source unless authorized pursuant to 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(2) Up to an additional $500 per payee 
on a one-time basis to any Cuban na-
tionals for the purpose of enabling the 
payees to emigrate from Cuba to the 
United States, including for the pur-
chase of airline tickets and payment of 
exit or third-country visa fees or other 
travel-related fees. These remittances 
may be sent only once the payees have 
received valid visas issued by the State 
Department or other approved U.S.-im-
migration documents. A remitter must 
be able to provide the visa recipients’ 
full names, dates of birth, visa num-
bers, and visa dates of issuance. See 
§ 515.560(c)(4) of this part for the rules 
regarding the carrying of authorized 
remittances to Cuba. These remit-
tances may not be made from a blocked 
source unless authorized pursuant to 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(c) Certain remittances from inher-
ited blocked sources authorized. The 
remittances authorized in paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section may be made 
from a blocked account in a banking 
institution in the United States held in 
the name of, or in which the beneficial 
interest is held by, the payee, provided 
that the funds were deposited in the 
blocked account as a result of a valid 
testamentary disposition, intestate 
succession, or payment from a life in-
surance policy or annuity contract 
triggered by the death of the policy or 
contract holder. 

(d) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the following: 

(1) Remittances by persons subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction, including but not 
limited to nongovernmental organiza-
tions and individuals, to independent 
non-governmental entities in Cuba, in-
cluding but not limited to pro-democ-
racy groups, civil society groups, and 
religious organizations, and to mem-
bers of such groups or organizations. 

(1) Remittances by persons subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction to independent non-
governmental entities in Cuba. 

(2) Remittances by persons subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction from blocked ac-
counts to Cuban households in third 

countries in excess of the amount spec-
ified in paragraph (a) of this section; or 

(3) Remittances by persons subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction to a person in Cuba, 
directly or indirectly, for transactions 
to facilitate non-immigrant travel by 
an individual in Cuba to the United 
States under circumstances where hu-
manitarian need is demonstrated, in-
cluding but not limited to illness or 
other medical emergency.

NOTE TO § 515.570: For the rules relating to 
the carrying of remittances to Cuba, see 
paragraph (c)(4) of § 515.560. Persons subject 
to U.S. jurisdiction are prohibited from en-
gaging in the collection or forwarding of re-
mittances to Cuba unless authorized pursu-
ant to § 515.572. For a list of authorized U.S. 
remittance service providers, see the fol-
lowing Web site: http://www.treas.gov/offices/
eotffc/ofac/sanctions/cubaltsp.pdf.

[68 FR 14147, Mar. 24, 2003, as amended at 69 
FR 33773, June 16, 2004]

§ 515.571 Certain transactions incident 
to travel to, from, and within the 
United States by Cuban nationals. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, the following trans-
actions by or on behalf of a Cuban na-
tional who enters the United States on 
a non-immigrant visa or other non-im-
migrant travel authorization issued by 
the State Department are authorized: 

(1) All transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to travel between the United 
States and Cuba, including the impor-
tation into the United States of accom-
panied baggage for personal use; 

(2) All transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to travel and maintenance within 
the United States, including the pay-
ment of living expenses and the acqui-
sition of goods for personal consump-
tion in the United States; 

(3) All transactions on behalf of air-
craft or vessels incident to non–sched-
uled flights or voyages between the 
United States and Cuba, provided that 
the carrier used has a carrier service 
provider license issued pursuant to 
§ 515.572. This paragraph does not au-
thorize the carriage of any merchan-
dise into the United States except ac-
companied baggage; and 

(4) Normal banking transactions in-
volving foreign currency drafts, trav-
elers’ checks, or other instruments ne-
gotiated incident to travel in the 
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